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r.N.E.U. PHILOSOPHY. 


\Vjiatpracdcal bearing upon the educator l.as this doctrine of 

““knows that it is his part to place before the child daily 
nourishment of ideas, that he may g.ve the ch.ld the nght 
initial idea in every study, and respecting each relation and duty 
of life - above all, he recognises the divine co-operation in the 

direction, teaching, and training of the child _ 

How would you summarise the functions of education . 
Education is a discipline— that is, the discipline of the good 
habits in which the child is trained. Education is a life, 
nourished upon ideas; and education is an atmosphere *— that 
is the child breathes the atmosphere emanating from his 
parents ; that of the ideas which rule their own lives. 

What part do lessons and the general work of the schoolroom 
play in education thus regarded ? 

They should afford opportunity for the discipline of many 
good habits, and should convey to the child such initial ideas of 
interest in his various studies as to make the pursuit of know- 
ledge on those lines an object in life and a delight to him. 

What duty lies upon parents and others who regard education 
thus seriously, as a lever by means of which characte* may be 
elevated, almost indefinitely ? 

Perhaps it is incumbent upon them to make conscientious 
endeavours to further all means used to spread the views they 
hold ; believing that there is such “ progress in character and 
virtue ” possible to the redeemed human race as has not yet 
been realised, or even imagined. “ Education is an atmosphere, 
<i discipline, a life.” (Motto of the Parents' Review .) 


* Matthew Arnold. 


CHILDREN’S DIFFICULTIES. 

By E. C. 


Tiif correspondence in the last two numbers of the Parents' 
Review on the subject of children’s doubts and religious diffi- 
culties has suggested to me to relate what has been my own 
experience of the manner in which the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the body may be made real, and in a sense naturally 
easy to a child’s mind. 

It was through finding how very little reality it had for one of 
my elder children— indeed, that it hardly seemed to have been 
"rasped at all even, after years of careful religious instruc- 
tion— that I was awakened to the need for being much more 
distinct and even realistic in my method of bringing it before 


the younger ones. , , . , _ 

In the case of the older child the belief seemed only to be 

in the immortality of the soul; she had no difficu.t) or ou 
about that, nor did it amount to difficulty as to belie in a 
rection body ; she simply had never taken in the it ea. 

The writings which, of all others, have thrown most hgl for 

me on the doctrine of the “ resurrection o t e cs 1 , chapter 

of F. D. Maurice, and it was to his words on the 5 P. „ 
of the ist of Corinthians, in his “ Unity o Ue e\. Qn tQ 

that I went for fresh help in the effort t a 0 f the new life 

make in bringing home to my children the g° s P - 

of the body. , • i, are aiven 

Charles Kingsley’s sermons (extracts rom 0 f his 

in “From Death to Life,” a little volume of f “^ hi the 

writings edited by his wife) are also most use r - gen body j n 
great thought of the glorious future awaiting ^ ^ wa rm and 
vivid and stirring words, the very ‘ ® ° ical Essays” and 

sanguine heart ; but Maurice s ° better enabled me 

“ Unity of the New Testament ” ^’^^before the children’s 
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children’s difficulties. 


minds ; and once having grasped his mode of treating If r r 
it easy to use the wonderful symbolism of nature in h f ° Und 
rection hour as a kind of “ object lesson ” to brine cT Jf SUr * 
teaching before their very eyes. So one Sunday ?ftn, 1 ^ 
our “ Bible lesson - I had ready, before the ho , noon at 
bled, several seeds with their you^a„ t3 
them a pea. just an inch or two high will, , rr ° m 

adhering to the stock ; a tiny sycamore escaping from*, h * 
and withered seed-body, which yet clasped the springing sW 
and again a bean in the same condition. Along wdthhh cs ° 
had a few unsown and undecayed seeds, among them the 
brightly-coloured “ scarlet-runner ” bean, so attractive to a child's 
eyes ; and, after calling the children’s attention to the Faster 
festival which we were then celebrating, I showed them the 
various seeds— the pretty bean in particular— and asked them 
what must happen if the new living body of the grow ing pea and 
bean and sycamore were ever to come out of them. This 
brought forcibly before them the fact so strongly dwelt on by 
St. Paul in his epistle — namely, that death is the very condition 
of newer and higher life. 

Then I made them notice the difference between the new body- 
given to the plant and its former one, and the great superiority 
of that difference, even when, as in the case of the bean, the seed 
was beautiful — how “glorified” it had become. This superi- 
ority they were able to realise more fully as I led their thought 
to dwell on the picture of the full-grown plant in flower, with 
its abundance of leaf and blossom ; its dwelling among the airs 
of heaven, drawing beauty from the sunlight ; its wonderfully 
multiplied relations with the vegetable and animal kingdom ; 
its increased usefulness in numberless ministries to the msec 
and to man. Yet they were also able to realise from w a 
was before their eyes that “to every seed was given ** ‘ 
body,” so that the vague fear of an awful change wu 
break off continuity with the past hfe an^dest y 

transfigure, the ties and loves of earth might b 
come by the sight of such a miracle of nature^ ^ 
ation from embryo to developec p * often distresses 

my own early days, and is, ‘i nCy ’ d ° t hev saw the tiny ge rm 

children. We opened the seed, an concea i e d it to 

within only awaiting the ea 1 , t t j ie f ac t that the 

become truly manifested. Then I pointed to 


children’s difficulties. 
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“ sowing ” necessary to this \ 

burial (a mere accident in our case) but thaf •«. figUre ’. " 0t ° f 
5 whole earthly existence , which is but that f ^ Symbolised our 
compared to the higher life which awaits^s be ' ng S ° Wn 

body ; that our meaning while in this lower • resurrectton 

and cannot be made manifest till death sets c ° ncealed > 

shows our true selves, and that which we were meant f 'h*’ and 
This method of bringing home to the children', 
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trine of which people seem somewhat shy in the",,! T"’* 

I cannot but think, on account „f h e ve" yS 

,i„„s which it has received and still receives-aTSf *c'h 

make it appear absurd and untenable to the view of those who 
have had any sc.ent.fic training) has, I believe, had the effect 
not merely of making it real to them, but also attractive-a fait 
to be looked forward to. J 

Surely, unless we succeed in infusing into their hearts a certain 
buoyancy of hope with regard to the resurrection of the body 
we have failed to catch the spirit of the great apostle while he 
expands the doctrine before the minds of his readers in words 
which rise to a strain of jubilant triumph. 

I felt that this was what I had failed to do in teaching my 
older child, and it was what I sought to aim at when entering 
more fully into the subject with the younger ones, and it does 
seem to me that it is one which should be oftener and more 
naturally dwelt upon between parents and children, and that 
in a spirit of hope and joyousness. Nature on every side is 
ready to help us with her teeming symbols of life coming out 
of death, and the children’s own sense of gladness in the free 
life of the body is of itself an aid to making their early im- 
pressions of the resurrection-doctrine strong and vital, and such 
as will last. Very young persons, even more than the old and 
careworn, to whom the idea of rest has become specially valuable, 
can enter into the spirit of those ardent, aspiring words, “Not 
for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that what is 
m °rtal may be swallowed up of life.” 

Let us help them to forget the coffin anoCthe tomb. (Would 
f at we could a little more forget these ourselves ! ) Let us take 
tlem to the garden, the wood, and the fid-c^as does St. Paul, 
and 011e greater than he when we would teach them the true 
leaning of that clause of our creed, “ I believe in the Resurrec- 
tlon of the Body.’' 


